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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR AUGUST 20, 2021  

 

 

Common Sense COVID-19 Policy 

As students start heading back to classrooms, parents 
grapple with the question: Who should wear masks?    

Earlier this week, Gov. Mike DeWine urged Ohio schools 
to require masks and increase vaccinations to combat the 
spread of COVID-19, but he stopped short of establishing 
a mask mandate.   

“The rapid increase in coronavirus cases caused by the 
delta variant will make it difficult to keep out of classrooms.”  DeWine added that “It will be 
impossible once it’s in the classroom to keep it from spreading unless the students were 
masked or vaccinated.” [Children under 12 are still not eligible for vaccines against COVID-
19.] 

Superintendent Ben Hegedish and the Independence Local School Board strongly 
recommend mask-wearing but are not establishing a mask mandate in schools.  Hegedish 
does, however, have the authority to impose a mask mandate for up to two consecutive 
weeks in a classroom, grade level, or building.    

School bus drivers and riders must wear face masks in compliance with the CDC’s public 
transportation order.  

Let’s remember that the governor lifted coronavirus restrictions in June because months of 
universal mask-wearing and social distancing, along with people getting vaccinated, worked 
in stopping the spread and lowering the number of new cases. The CDC continues to 
recommend these mitigation measures --regardless of a person’s vaccination status. 

Starting Monday, August 23, the City of Independence will again require the staff to 
wear masks and social distance 3 feet indoors.  This policy will be in effect at all City 
facilities, including the Civic Center.   Signs will be posted. 
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The City strongly recommends that residents wear a mask when visiting the campus.   

In general, you do not need to wear a mask in outdoor settings.  However, consider wearing 
a mask in crowded outdoor environments and for activities where you may be in close 
contact with others who are not fully vaccinated. 

I am proud that my team is staying ahead of the possible next wave of the coronavirus and 
putting in place all the necessary measures to protect residents, staff, and visitors.  
Keeping the City staff healthy and safe will ensure that all services and programs residents 
count on will continue without interruption or possible temporary stoppage.  
 
Let me close by saying that as the debate over masks and the COVID-19 vaccine and booster 
shots continues, medical professionals are warning of the reemergence of a widespread flu 
season.  Both are respiratory viruses, but they are different.   Check with your health care 
professional as soon as possible about getting a flu shot this year.  
 

 

Groundbreaking News 

 

I was honored to participate in this week’s groundbreaking ceremony for the new corporate 

headquarters for CBIZ.   They will be the anchor tenant in the Welty Development’s first 

Class A office project in Independence in more than a decade.  

CBIZ, a national provider of financial, insurance, advisory and other professional services 
has been in the City for nearly twenty years leasing office space.    

The partnership between CBIZ and Welty development reinforces the fact that 
Independence is the premiere destination for companies looking to tap into a highly 
accessible and diverse pool of talent and upgrade their offices for the post-pandemic work 
environment.     



The “groundbreaking synergy” of this public-
private partnership not only supports the 
development of the City’s office and entertainment 
district, it will be transformative for the Rockside 
Woods Boulevard area and will create 
opportunities for future investment. 

I also want to thank City Council for their forward-
looking commitment to this project and approval 
of a job retention and creation grant for CBIZ. 

 

 

 

Indoor Pool Closed 

 

The indoor pool was scraped, sanded, and cleaned this 
week before two coats of base blue paint was applied.  
The crew is finishing striping and sealing the lines before 
the five-day curing process begins. 

The pool is scheduled to re-open on Thursday, 
September 2, 2021.  

 

 



 

Home Days Survey 

Thanks to everyone who has completed either 

the online or printed versions of the Home 

Days survey.    It is anonymous, takes about six 

minutes to complete, and everyone’s ideas and 

opinions will help the City plan a bigger and 

better event for 2022. 

You can access the survey here, from the home 

page of the City's website, or pick up a printed 

copy at the Civic Center.   The survey will close 

on Friday, September 3.  

 

 

 

 

New Movie Night 

Movie night in Elmwood Park was cancelled last Friday, August 13 because of rain.  

“The Sandlot” has been rescheduled for next Friday, August 27, starting at 7:30 PM.   

 

 

 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Update for August 20, 2021 

here. 

 

 

A transcript of Mayor Kurtz’s SwiftReach message for August 20, 2021 is 

available here.  

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please 

ask them to email their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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